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5 Invest Foxward Impact Snapshoi

By 2031, 72 percent of jobs will require education or training beyond high school;

yet since the onset of the pandemic, college enroliment has plummeted and many

are questioning the value of higher education. At the same time, longstanding
inequities in higher education access and attainment have worsened. The unprecedented
ESSER funding provided a unique opportunity for states and districts to establish and scale
the postsecondary pathways that will help students thrive in their adult life.
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College Enrollment Is Declining
Fewer students are pursuing the
postsecondary credentials necessary

to access high-wage, in-demand jobs.

Bachelor’s Degree

$69,368

Associates Degree

$50,076 4.6%

High School Diploma

$42,068 6.2%

@ Median Earnings @ Unemployment Rate

Credentials Matter

Credentials with labor market value not only
leads to higher wages, but greater stability.
(Source)

The Invest Forward Initiative was created to encourage states and districts to
put postsecondary access and success at the heart of their recovery strategies.

Connecting Leaders and Educators in the Work

Because of the deadline on stimulus spending, implementation of these programs was particularly
challenging; as such, much of the work was connecting innovative leaders to one another to share
experience and expertise across districts and states. In June 2022, Invest Forward hosted a convening
to bring together leaders from across the country to share strategies, common challenges, and
innovative ideas.
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Influencing Conversations about Pathways

Invest Forward hoped to spark greater conversation in the national discourse about the value and ur-
gent need to create better postsecondary pathways as a means of post-pandemic recovery AND

as a long-term investment in student opportunity.

Postsecondary Pathways in the News

#InvestForward Social
Media Engagement
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Number of News Stories
Source: Google News

of parents say schools should do more to ensure college-bound students and students who choose
a different pathway have equally good opportunities to prepare for their future while in high school

Organizing a Collaborative
Coalition

The Invest Forward Coalition is comprised

of organizations dedicated to creating and
supporting stronger postsecondary pathways
for students. This common vision allows the
coalition to easily share and amplify resources
to a much larger audience.

Storytelling Successes

Written Videos featuring Case studies

spotlights interviews with key featuring
highlighting leaders, including 7 members of
communities members of the AASA Chiefs for
across the Redefining Ready! : Change
country : cohort :

Collaborator posts,
retweets, & replies

7,540,372

Impressions

resulting in =)

Presented at 10+ partner webinars and conferences

Partner Organizations

ESG — ?mm"‘”""m Strvlogether  pjpogtwer
ey
p ¢
& ExceliEd P - = E:ummu

JFF

‘V

el T

]H[ A Sl Cameries  TOneGoal. i imi

ADWANGE ~CTE

il
<~ |
o N, |l
COMMISSION

HERETOMERE TTANCE

nY(u EQUAL Gemem g P

SRS FORWARD

W weeied A

The movement to build stronger
postsecondary pathways is gaining
momentum at the state house.

While the direct work of the Invest Forward
initiative was not to influence lawmakers, by
increasing awareness and amplifying discourse
around the value of postsecondary pathways,
there was greater legislative interest in creating
more pathways-friendly policies.
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# of policies enacted
nationwide to expand
access to dual credit
attainment

(Source)

STUDENTS
ENROLLED

IN 2022

# of HS students now
enrolled in a college course
through dual enrollment

(a 373% increase since 2010)
(Source : Source : Source)

# of policies enacted nationwide related
to work-based learning

# of policies enacted nationwide related
to industry-recognized credentials
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(Source)


https://www.bls.gov/careeroutlook/2023/data-on-display/education-pays.htm
https://careertech.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/CTE_2022YIR_022223.pdf
https://www.educationnext.org/rise-dual-credit-more-students-take-college-classes-high-school-degree-attainment-rigor/
https://blog.ed.gov/2022/09/the-power-of-dual-enrollment-the-equitable-expansion-of-college-access-and-success/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/183996/us-high-school-enrollment-in-public-and-private-institutions/
https://careertech.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/CTE_2022YIR_022223.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d20/tables/dt20_219.10.asp
https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=51
https://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2023/labor-force-participation-rate-for-people-ages-25-to-54-in-may-2023-highest-since-january-2007.htm



